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this year has given a value far higher than, for-
merly, was usually placed upon Indian corn.

This calamity of our people was, though destruc-
tive to their bodies, salutary to their souls,— for, up
to this time, our labors have not yielded greater
fruits; never before has faith gone more deeply into
hearts, or the name of Christian been more glorious,
than in the midst of the disasters to a stricken peo-
ple. We count more than three thousand savages
baptized this last year; so that verily that saying of
the Apostle seems to be spoken unto us: Flagellat
Deus omnem filium quern recipit. At present, there
remain in this mission thirteen Fathers, four coadju-
tors, twenty-two donn6s, eleven other domestics (to
whom alone are paid very modest wages), six sol-
diers, and four boys,— sixty souls in all; to these,
heavenly things have so sweet a savor that they
render those of earth insipid. Truly, I can declare
to your Paternity that there is not one who does not
worship God in spirit and in truth,— so that this
may verily be called Domus Dei, et Porta cazli.

We experience the fatherly guidance of God; for,
although evils environ us, they yet do not touch us,
so that nothing is lacking to either soul or body,—
not indeed of those things which minister to pleas-
tire, but in those which sufficiently sustain a nature
content with little. Yet we do not live here merely
for ourselves; but the divine bounty has given us,
in addition, means with which to relieve, in compas-
sion, the poverty and wretchedness of the Chris-
tians,— so that there is hardly one among the living
who does not live by our aid; hardly one of those
that died who did not acknowledge that he owed more
to our charity than to that of any other human being.


